
Bas Govers
Polis Conference, Bruxelles 
bgovers@excellent-cities.com

Rotterdam public transportplan 2040
Building a vital, attractive, social and sustainable city 
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‘Using mobility planning 
to create healthy, 
attractive, vital, social 
and sustainable cities’



Economic growth = mobility growth



Economic development: mega city-regions



Urban density and energy consumption



Urban mobility: # of people / m2 infrastructure



Attractive and liveable cities are vital cities!

1985 2017



Conclusion: There is a need for public transport-
and bicycle-oriented mobilityplanning

• The world-wide economy is urbanising

• Mobility in and between city-regions is growing

• Density is most energy-efficient

• Cities must be attractive

• Less room for cars in public space

But how do you do it?



A coherent system in different scales



The northwest European level: missing links



The Delta-level: slow travel speeds



Daily Urban System: complex interaction of 
transport levels 



Better performance of metropolitan
networks

• 2.800 million passengerskilometers/ year

• 350 million passengers/ year

• 880 miljoen euro yearly costs

‒ 720 miljoen euro exploitation

‒ 160 miljoen euro maintenance 



The PT-potential is in metropolitan area’s 

inhabitants, workers and students in 800 m radius X average PT-use related to urbanisation



An integrated proces



Urban densification: need for a mobility-change 

Regional planning of housing: 
50000 extra in Rotterdam

Local planning of housing: 
Mainly in central areas



But metropolitan systems are overcrowded



Job- accesibility for disfavored areas is low



Financial issues: tramsystem is inefficient



New forms of transport and services



8 Key issues for the city



Three long term perspectives

I Optimizing

- higher frequencies

- larger vehicles

- better nodes

II Concentration

- Rotterdam Central as majorhub

- new metrolines, tramways subordinated

- new rivercrossings in the central urban area

III Dispersion

- Five interregional hubs 

- Fast tramlines completing metrolines

- new rivercrossings in the other urban areas



Number of passenger-trips



Accesibility of labor



The PT Masterplan 2040



PT-network in relation to urban development



Growth in job accessibility



Passenger effects



New urban development (TOD)



Road map for every key issue
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